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African Americans seeking access at the city’s
public pools and beaches outside of Cedar-
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Cleveland Call & Post,July 13th, 1939.

Central experienced discrimination,
intimidation, and in some cases violence. The
worst incidents occurred from 1927-36 at
Woodland Hills Park (now Luke Easter Park), less
than ten blocks from a pocket of black
settlements dating to the turn of the century -
another incident occured in 1939 at Forest Hills
Park. These incidents catalyzed an interracial,
left-wing mobilization demanding access.
Conflicts arose as Mount Pleasant and Glenville
became majority-black in the 1950s, and were

Garfield Park pool, and Euclid Beach Amusement
Park.



Doctor Charles Garvin
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handbill was circulated to neighbors with the
following message:

“Be Sure To Read This:

Certain niggers have recently blackmailed
certain residents of the Cleveland Heights and
other sections of the city. They are now trying to
erect a house at 11114 Wade Park Avenue to
blackmail us. But they will not. The residents of
the Neighborhood will not give one cent to those
blackmailers.

Appoint your committees to oppose and

eradicate this group of black gold diggers. Let
them know we can duplicate riots in Tulsa, St.
Louis, Chicago, and Baltimore.” [taken from
Kenneth L. Kusmer’'s A Ghetto Takes Shape: Black
Cleveland, 1870-1930]

Another black doctor moving to Shaker Heights,
Dr. Edward Bailey, had his house bombed this
same vear. Restrictive covenants were circulated
after both incidents.
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THE U.S. SUPREME
COURT WEIGHS IN

This vyear, two U.S. Supreme Court decisions
affected who could shape where people live. In
Village of Euclid, OH v. Ambler Realty, the
Supreme Court upheld the right of
municipalities to create zoning ordinances,
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THE NEW DEAL?

New Deal legislation for “Relief, Recovery and
Reform” made available $120 billion (worth $1
trillion today) in loans—98% went to white
people. The legislation also created jobs
programs (e.g., FERA, CCC, PWA, WPA) designed
to put people to work and eradicate









EXPANDS FOR
AFRICAN-
AMERICANS

Land contracts became huge during this time,
especially in black neighborhoods like Glenville,
Mount Pleasant, etc. Land contracts are an
agreement between a buver and a seller, offering




= WORLD WAR Il

The war and growth of defense industries leads
to a renewed and even more massive migration
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SUBURBAN SPRAWL
AND WHITE FLIGHT

Suburban sprawl and white flight to the suburbs
became prevalent. As certain inner city

rommimitiac wara nffiriallv rad-linad and









KOREAN WAR

Roughly 600,000 African Americans served in
the military during the Korean War. It was the
last armed conflict to feature segregated units --
in October 1951, the all-black 24th Infantry
Regiment was disbanded, and black and white
soldiers fought side by side.
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STEWART HOME
VANDALIZED

Wendell and Genevieve Stewart, the first African
American family to move to the southeasterly )
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MI. ZIUN
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH BOMBED

The all-black Mt. Zion Congregational Church
fought before the Zoning Board to open their
church in the former Grandin Mansion on E.108
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INDUSTRIAL
DISPERSAL

Industrial jobs moved out of central cities during
this period, which exacerbated a spatial
mismatch hetween iohs and lahor. not to

v



Aerial view of the construction of the Innerbelt Bridge in 1959.
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1956

The Interstate Highway Act of 1956 spurred
people and businesses out of cities. Several

major highways (Interstates 71, 90) were built in
the 1950s and '60s — and Cleveland’s population
dropped from 914,808 in 1950 to 876,336 a
decade later.

Freeways routed through existing black



PEGG HOME
VANDALIZED

African American lawyer John Pegg’s home in
Ludlow, near Shaker Heights, was vandalized
and his earage was homhed. This event snurred




NEW HOUSING FOR
AFRICAN AMERICANS

African American construction companies (and a
handful of white developers) built new,
i suburban-stvle housing for black occunancv on
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FAIR HOUSING

Fair housing organizations
prevailing,

BREE

=_ .__.. ::. r____..

.m. _..—
_-.—— 1 :
M___ i

:—__-.“_:_
il g
*_. __,.

























CARL STOKES
| ELECTED

1 C\/C1 ANID MAVND






U.S. FAIR HOUSING
ACT PASSES

This act prohibits discrimination in housing
based on race and other factors. In addition to
the 1964 U.S. Civil Rights Act, this legislation
finally starts to reverse course on the FHA's
discriminatory policies.






















UOVETTIMEINT MOVES AZALIST INCULITIINE

The Federal Home Loan Bank Board
moved last week against redlining, the
practice of denying mortgage loans in
nughborhoods thought to be declining.
In proposed mew rcgulations, savings
and loan assoclations. which account
ror more than half of the pation's mort-

lending, would for the first time
he prohlburd from refusing a loan be.
cause of the age of a house or a neigh-
borhoed.

Vice President Mondale, mnwndn(
the new regulations, called them “the
strongest action ever taken™ 1o end
discrimination in mortgage lending and
credit practices.

The regulations are among the in-

has been entirely too much emphasis
on the denial housing credit being
primarily gonnble for the decline
of urban neighborhoods.”

The board also proposed regulations
to put into dfect the recently enacted
C ity Rein Act, which
requires bank regulatory agencies to
make sure that lenders are meeting
“the credit needs of their local com-
munities.”

The regulations, as now worded,
would require S.&L. associations to
have “written, nondiscriminatory un-
derwriting standards” and to review
marketing practices “to assure that
services ol"h;-:en are avnhblt to all
e of t

COMMUNITY

REINVESTMENT ACT
PASSFS


















Amelia Caldwell, PhD candidate, ideastream powerpoint presentation

CSU's Center for Public Historv and Digital Humanities

CSU's Cleveland Memory Project
CWRU's Encyclopedia of Cleveland Historv

History Matters: How Policy and Practice Shaped Cuvahoga, by the Kirwan Institute
(2015)

Todd Michneyv, PhD, interview



REVIEWERS

Tom Bier, PhD, Cleveland State University



